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ABSTRACT 

European collectors in the past have had difficulties in transcribing clearly and consistently 
oriental names and plant collecting localities. Further, wrong rendering of manuscript annotations 
on herbarium sheets, possible bad, proof correction prior to publication, and sometimes a poor 
eeojrraphic sense, have singly or together, led to the ascribing of wrong localities of occurrence to 
some plant, species, resulting in distorted distribution data. Clematis hedysarifoiia A.F. 1>LJ. is discussed 
as an example, and the type locality of this species is now concluded to be in the Western Gbats, 
1 degree south of Bombay, at Dasgam. 


Almost exclusively, the pioneer botanical collec¬ 
tors and authors of floras of countries in the East 
(also elsewhere) have been Europeans. Gifted men 
as they were, to them the strange local language, 
and names of plants and places, offered difficulties 
in recording through the medium of an European 
language. Further, printed source material like 
Geographical Gazetteers, Atlases and maps, was 
scarce, and even when available no two of them 
were consistent. Thus an originally existing con¬ 
fusion of a place name, became confounded by 
wrong rendering, further mistranscription, and 
often, in addition, by a later alteration of the 
earlier name to a different and new name. Happily, 
many of the collectors have left enough notes, 
sketches and rough maps and other circumstantial 
data, which would enable a later researcher to 
clarify a suspected locality. These points become 
obvious to any reader of Cowan’s introduction to 
the Journeys and plant Introductions of George 
Forrest. Similarly Jacobs (196a) in a detailed 
account of Kerr’s botanical activities in Siam, lists 
several localities by their original name, and their 
present name, with latitude and longitude. How¬ 
ever, only very few cases, where the collectors have 
made an impact in botanical circles, attract the 
attention of researchers, and the small collector work¬ 
ing in a restricted area, or only occasionally collect¬ 
ing, escapes attention. In addition to poor hand¬ 
writing, mistaken transcription and possible bad 
proof-reading of print, and obvious lack of geogra¬ 
phical sense, has contributed unverified mistakes in 
names of localities. Very few would suspect that 
localities like ‘Hamoa’ and ‘Ramoa’ in Roxburgh’s 
Flora Indica to be nonexisting, and mistakes for 
some other similar sounding place names, or tena¬ 
ciously persist in obtaining 'a. clear answer by delv¬ 
ing into obscure source material. Merrill (195a), 
who was acutely interested in such problems be¬ 
cause of their obvious bearing on Plant Geography 
and Taxonomy, has recounted how he was able to 
solve this. In another interesting contribution 
Nicolson (1963) has described the chain of circums¬ 
tances by which the locality for the type species 
of Gorgonidium (Araceae) "was indicated in an 


island in the Papuan area (Pacific) and to Gaudi- 
chaud as collector, although it was known that 
Gaudichaud had never visited the area. The type 
locality was a place in Bolivia (S. America) and the 
collector—D’orbigny I Nearer home, Cleghorn at 
first a doctor in Shimoga (Mysore State), later a 
Conservator of Forests for the Madras Presidency, 
in 1837 collected a Capparis on which he indicated 
the locality—Balalroydroog. Dunn (19*6) who des¬ 
cribed this as Capparis deghomii transcribed the 
locality thus—‘Balabroydroog in Madras presi¬ 
dency’. A more recent student of Capparidaceae, 
Jacobs in Holland, had difficulty in connecting the 
manuscript name of Cleghorn, and the doubtfully 
reproduced version in print of Dunn, with the 
actual locality Ballalrayandurga, an ancient forti¬ 
fied town now deserted and in ruins, in the Western 
Ghats area of Chickmagalur district of Mysore State. 
The foregoing sufficiently indicates the necessity 
for care and caution in determining localities of 
type specimens, particularly when it may alter the 
taxonomy and geography of a particular species. 

Clematis hedysarifolia A.P. DC. is an example. 
De Candolle in his Systerna (p. 148) gave the follow¬ 
ing data on its locality and collector: “Hab. in 
India Oriental! circa Daogown n rupibus. A. P. 
Hore (v. s. Sp. in h. Banks)”. Hooker in Flora of 
British India cites thus: “Dist. Concan, Law ; 
Belgaum, Ritchie ; Pegu, Hore (in Brit. Museum)”. 
Obviously the collector, A. P. Hore of De Candolle 
and Hore of Hooker is one and the same, but the 
locality, Daogown, mentioned by De Candolle is 
omitted and Hooker inexplicably names Pegu (in 
Burma)! Kapoor (1962) in his account of 
Clematis also cites only Pegu, Hore of Hooker for 
Clematis hedysarifolia A.P. DC. and suspects its 
presence in Burma, indicating that Kurz records 
it as doubtfully occurring there. Iii a later note 
Santapau (1961) has been lead to conclude that 
Clematis hedysarifolia A.P. DC. does not occur in 
India, but only Clematis naravelioides Ktze. 

In an effort correctly to name some collections of 
Clematis from the Western Ghats area (Maha¬ 
rashtra and Mysore), the literature was critically 
looked into. It appeared that many of the 
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88 by Dr. Hove. A copy of this located in the 
library of the Royal Asiatic Society (Bombay 
branch) contained (p. 192) the following entry— 
“Dasgam, near Bancoot or Fort Victoria, a degree 
south of Bombay," a locality easily traceable even 
on modern maps and Atlases. Putting these two 
data together it was presumed that the collector 
mentioned by both De Candolle and Hooker was 
A. P. HOVE, and the locality Dasgam, and it was 
suspected that the names as they appeared in print 
were due to either wrong transcribing or wrong 
printing, and incorrect placing of Dasgam as a 
locality in Pegu by Hooker. Accordingly a request 
was made to Dr. Dandy at the British Museum, 
Ixindon, for locating the type specimen and assis¬ 
tance in critically checking the annotation on the 
sheet. Dr. Dandy very kindly and promptly sent 
a clear photograph of the type specimen, as also an 
enlarged photoprint of the hand-written annota¬ 
tion on the back of the specimen. He further 
said—‘I have examined this specimen and it is 
obvious De Candolle made two errors in transcrib¬ 
ing the information on the sheet. The collector is 
in fact A. P. HOVE, and the locality is given as 
Dasgown which is presumably the same as Dasgam 
near Bancoot’. The examination of the photo¬ 
graph of the type and the enlarged photoprint of 
the annotation leads us to agree with Dr. Dandy’s 
opinion. Under the circumstances, it has to be 
concluded that the type locality of Clematis hedy- 
sarifolia A.P. DC. is Dasgam, one degree south of 
Bombay, and that this species occurs in the Western 
Ghats of India. 

In view of the increased tempo of botanical col¬ 
lections, and the several changes in place names in 
India, and in the light of past inexactness in re¬ 
cording data on localities etc., it is necessary to 
emphasize the need for a clear indication (with 
proper and consistent spelling) of localities in India. 
It is always preferable to name the localities with 
reference to published geographical source mate¬ 
rials (like Gazetteers, maps, Atlases, topo-sheets 
etc.), and to indicate geographical co-ordinates of 
latitude and longitude. This will take care of 
possible future alteration in place names, or even 
their disappearance due to man’s activities. 


earlier authors had followed each other without 
any reservation, either on the locality or the collec¬ 
tor. All efforts to trace a collector by natpe A, P. 
Hore or Hore and to locate Daogown in Pegu with 
reference to various maps and Atlases, were in vain. 


>h of the type sheet oi Clematis hedysarifolia A.P. 
!. in the British Museum, London. 


Flo. 2. Note on the reverse of the type sheet of 
Clematis hedjsarifolia A.P. DC. 
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However, the search brought out the fact that a 
Polish Surgeon, Dr. A. P. HOVE, collected plants 
for Sir Joseph Banks in Western India in 1787- 
1788. He had kept a detailed diary of his wander¬ 
ings and collections, pan of which was edited by 
A. Gibson and published in 1855 under the title— 
Tours for scientific and economical Research made 
in Guzerat, Kattiawar, and the Conkuns in 1787- 
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